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despite their naval superiority, they were already
fighting a losing battle. Confidently he made his
plans for despatching the first convoy.
Five civil ships, armed as far as possible, were to
carry three thousand men of the Regnlares and
the Legion, twelve tons of dynamite, three thousand
shells, two million cartridges, and two batteries
of heavy artillery. For a naval escort there was
only a single gunboat available, the Dato. There was
only one way to remedy the deficiency; from the
air.
Fortune favoured the convoy and they were well
on the way to the Spanish coast before they were
sighted by the Government patrol ship, Alcala
Galiano. The destroyer moved to attack the
troops ships, but was held off by the Dato and the
aeroplanes. Finally it was put to flight by the
appearance of four more "planes from Seville, The
rest of the Government squadron arrived on the scene
too late to prevent the convoy reaching safety
at Taxif a.
In reporting his success Franco related triumph-
antly how " the destroyer (Akda CaU&w) landed
18 dead and 28 seriously wounded at Gibraltar, the
work of our hydroplanes. We succeeded in persuad-
ing the governor of Gibraltar to make them take
to sea/'
But hi? own credit for the success he could
afford to minimise, " It is the triumph," he said,